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Weak preparations of cantharides promote the growth of
hair.
A cantharides ointment is not a safe counter-irritant for the
dog, as it is liable to produce severe irritation, and to become
absorbed from the skin; there is also the danger of the animal's
licking the blistered part. The LIQUOR EPISPASTICUS may,
however, be employed, but due care must be exercised in its
application.
In the application of cantharides to the skin of the horse,
the following conditions should be observed:
1.  Cantharides should not be employed as a counter-irritant
in renal affections, in irritable conditions of the urinary tract,
or in cases of debility.
2.  A blister should not be applied to an acutely inflamed or
irritable condition.    The inflammation should be reduced by
appropriate means before active counter-irritation is adopted.
3.  After the application of the blister, the horse's head should
be secured, so that he cannot lick or bite the blistered part.   The
irritation usually passes off in from twelve to twenty hours.
4.  Not more than two legs of a horse should be blistered at the
same time, and three weeks should elapse before the others are
treated.    If, after a period of thirty hours, vesication has not
been satisfactorily produced, a small quantity of the counter-
irritant may be again applied; in such cases, however, care is
necessary in order to avoid an excessive vesicant effect,
A blister should not be immediately applied to parts which
have been * fired/
5.  In applying blisters to the limbs, it is necessary to avoid
the flexures of joints, such as the posterior aspect of the knee,
the anterior aspect of the hock, and the hollow of the heel, as
there may result fissures of the skin which prove very refractory
to treatment.   The flexure should first be smeared with a little
soft paraffin to protect the part against the spread of the blistering
agent.
6.  After vesication has subsided the part should be treated
with mild antiseptic sedative applications.
7.  In hot weather severe and extensive blistering should be
avoided.
In some animals of nervous temperament the application of
a blister may induce constitutional disturbance and a mild
degree of irritative fever. In such cases the blister should be
washed off and cooling astringent lotions applied.
8.  If the blistered part be within reach of the tail, this should
be secured, in order that portions of the blister be not carried to
the surrounding parts.